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1. Protest t h a t  a g e n c y  i m p r o p e r l y  s o l i c i t e d  
smoke alarms w i t h o u t  r e q u i r i n g  them t o  meet 
U n d e r w r i t e r s  L a b o r a t o r y  s t a n d a r d s  is d i s -  
m i s s e d  s i n c e ,  i n  a b s e n c e  o f  f r a u d  or  w i l l f u l  
m i s c o n d u c t ,  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  more r e s t r i c t i v e  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  s h o u l d  be u s e d  is  n o t  r ev iew-  
able u n d e r  GAO b i d  p ro te s t  f u n c t i o n .  

2. C o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  i s s u e d  by  pro- 
c u r i n g  a c t i v i t y  s h o u l d  be more r e s t r i c t i v e  t o  
meet t h e  n e e d s  of t h e  u s e r  a g e n c y  is  n o t  
r e v i e w a b l e  by GkO s i n c e  mat te r  is one t o  b e  
r e s o l v e d  by a g e n c i e s  i n v o l v e d .  

S e c u r i t y  A s s i s t a n c e  Forces & Equipment  oHG (SAFE) 
protes t s  t h e  i s s u a r , c e  of s e v e r a l  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  b y  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  Force’s c o n t r a c t i n g  office i n  the  
Federal E e p u b l i c  or‘ Cerxany. SAFS c o n t e n d s  t h e  s o l l c i -  
t a t i o n s  for smoke a l a r n s  do n o t  meet ehe r e q u i r e m e n t s  
of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army, t h e  a q e n c y  f o r  which  t h e  
p r o c g r e m e n t s  a re  be rng  c o n d u c t e d ,  i n  t h a t  t h e y  do  not 
require  t h e  alarms t o  meet t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of Under- 
wri%ers Lizboratory I’V’L). This p r o t e s t  is d i s m i s s e d .  

I n  e s s e n c e ,  SAFE is  c o n t e n d i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c a -  
t i o n s  should be res t r ic ted  t o  t h o s e  alarms w h i c h  
meet UL s t a n d a r d s .  Elowever, t h e  use o f  a b r o a d e n e d  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n  i s  not  a mat te r  o f  l e g a l  c o n c e r n  be- 
cause i t  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the s t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r s m e n t  
t o  b r o a d e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  to  t h e  maximum e x t e n t  per-  
m i t t e d  by t h e  mir.irnuin n e e d s  of t h e  aqency .  - See E d c l i f f  
L__- I n s t r u m e n t s ,  B-20537’1, A p r i l  2 6 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  82-1 CPD-381;. 
Absen t  e v i d e n c ?  of f r a u d  or w i l l f u l  m i s c o n d u c t ,  n e i t h e r  
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of which  is  a l l e g e d  by SAFE, such a c o n t e n t i o n  d o e s  n o t  
ra ise  a n  issile which  is  r e v i e w a b l e  u n d e r  our b i d  pro- 
test  f u n c t i o n .  - See Miltope C o r p o r a t i o n - - R e c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  
B-188342, J u n e  9 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  77-1 C P D  417,  a f f ' d ,  Miltope 
C o r p o r a t i o n - - R e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  ( S e c o n d ) ,  B-188342, J u l y  I, 
1977 ,  77-2 C P D  3. 

U n l i k e  i n  t h e  Miltope l i n e  of cases,  however ,  t h e  
protester h e r e  is n o t  m e r e l y  s e e k i n g  to  h a v e  t h e  s p e c i f i -  
c a t i o n s  n a r r o w e d ;  r a t h e r ,  SAFE i n  t h i s  case is a s s e r t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  u s i n g  a g e n c y ' s  n e e d s  i n  f a c t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  nar row-  
ing. N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  a l so  is n o t  a r e v i e w a b l e  i s s u e .  I t  
is m e r e l y  a n  i n t e r n a l  matter b e t w e e n ,  and  wh ich  mus t  be 
r e s o l v e d  b y ,  t h e  Army and  t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  T h e r e  s imply  is 
no l e g a l  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  e n f o r c e a b l e  by  t h i s  O f f i c e ,  t h a t  t h e  
A i r  F o r c e  u s e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  a d h e r e n c e  t o  UL 
s t a n d a r d s .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  w e  d i s m i s s  t h e  p ro tes t .  
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